
 
 

          Staff Report 
 

Meeting Date: April 14, 2025 Meeting Title: Special Board meeting 
Submitting Department: START Presenter: Bruce Abel, Director 

Agenda Item: Authorization to Submit Grant Application Public Comment: Yes 

 

Purpose & Policy Considerations. 

The purpose of this item is for the START Board to consider the submittal of a grant application to 
Wyoming Department of Transportation (WYDOT) for FTA/WYDOT Section 5311 funding to support 
START operational, administrative, and maintenance expenses in FY 26.  

 

Requested Action.  

Staff request the Board to approve the Authorizing Resolution for the filing of a FY 26 FTA/WYDOT 
Section 5311 grant application with WYDOT. 

 

Recommendation. 

Staff and the START Finance/Executive Committee recommend approving the Authorizing 
Resolution.  

 

Background 

The U.S. Department of Transportation is authorized to make grants to states through the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) to support operations, project administration, and maintenance assistance projects 
for non-urbanized area public transportation systems under Section 5311 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law (BIL), Public Law # 117-58, November 15, 2021 (as amended). The Wyoming Department of 
Transportation (WYDOT) has been designated by the Governor to administer the Section 5311 program for 
the State of Wyoming. 

The State of Wyoming, through WYDOT, requires that an agency submit an Authorizing Resolution executed 
by the Chair of the Board of Directors as part of any application for Section 5311 financial assistance. In 
prior years, the START Board of Directors authorized the Transit Director to sign the Authorizing Resolution. 
WYDOT has recently indicated that an agency Director may only sign the Authorizing Resolution if the 
agency does not have a governing board, thus the Resolution has been updated to reflect that policy change 

 

Financial Impact 

START is requesting up to $ 5.71 M in FTA/WYDOT Section 5311 operating, administrative, and 
maintenance financial assistance to support the provision of START transit service in FY 26. 

   

Suggested Motion 

I move to approve Resolution No. 25-01, the Authorizing Resolution, subject to minor changes by 
staff.  

 

______________________________ 

Prepared by 

Bruce Abel, Transit Director 



Resolution No. 25-01 
Authorizing Resolution 

 
 
 This Resolution authorizes the filing of an application for a grant authorized by 49 U.S.C Chapter 
53; Title 23, U.S.C. Section 5311, as amended by The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law , Public Law No. 117-58, 
November 15, 2021, and other authorizing legislation to be enacted.  
 
 WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation is authorized to make grants to states through 
the Federal Transit Administration to support operating, project administration and maintenance 
assistance projects for non-urbanized area public transportation systems under Section 5311 of The 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law , Public Law No. 117-58, November 15, 2021, as amended; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Wyoming Department of Transportation has been designated by the Governor to 
administer Section 5311; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract for financial assistance will impose certain obligations upon the applicant, 
including provisions for the applicant to provide the local share of project costs. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on behalf of Southern Teton Area Rapid Transit  that  LizAnn Eisen, 
Board Chair is authorized to execute and file an application with the Wyoming Department of 
Transportation to aid the financing of operations, administration, and maintenance assistance for projects 
pursuant to Section 5311 of The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law , Public Law No. 117-58, November 15, 2021, 
as amended; 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Bruce Abel, Transit Director, is authorized to furnish such additional 
information as the Wyoming Department of Transportation may require in connection with the application 
of the project. 
 
 The undersigned, duly qualified and acting Board Chair of  Southern Teton Area Rapid Transit  
certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct statement. 
 
        ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________   ________________________ 
LizAnn Eisen       Kristin Unruh 

 
 

__________________________________   _______________________ 
Board Chair       Board Secretary 

 
 

Date:_______________________    Date:________________ 



 
 

          STAFF Report 
 

Meeting Date: April 14, 2025 Meeting Title: Special meeting 
Submitting Department: START Presenter: Bruce Abel, Transit Director 

Agenda Item: Purchase of New ADA Paratransit Mini-Bus Public Comment: Yes 

 

Purpose & Policy Consideration 

The purpose of this item is for the START Board of Directors to consider entering into a Purchase Agreement with 
Colorado/West Equipment, Inc.(Colorado/West) to purchase a new 2025 body-on-chassis mini-bus for use in START’s 
ADA paratransit program. 

 

Requested Action: 

Staff requests that the START Board of Directors review and consider the Agreement with Colorado/West to acquire 
a new paratransit mini-bus for use in START’s ADA paratransit program. 
 

Recommendation: 

The START Finance and Executive Committees recommend that the START Board approve the Agreement with 
Colorado/West to purchase a paratransit body-on-chassis mini-bus. 

   
Background: 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), START provides ADA complementary 
paratransit service for qualified individuals whose disabilities prevent them from using regularly scheduled 
START lift-equipped fixed-route bus service. This service is provided within ¾ mile of START fixed-route bus 
service and is provided on the same days and during the same hours as START regularly scheduled fixed-route 
bus service. These service parameters comply with current ADA regulations. 

START currently has two (2) vehicles in the fleet that are designed and used to provide ADA paratransit service. 
One of these vehicles serves as the “primary” vehicle and the other vehicle serves as the “backup” vehicle.  
The current primary vehicle is a 2018 Diamond Ford E350 that was purchased by START in 2023 after the 
demise of START’s previous primary ADA vehicle. It has operated over 84,000 miles. The current backup vehicle 
is a 2001 model year with 177,000 miles of service. FTA guidelines are that this type of vehicle would generally 
have a useful life of 5-7 years and approximately 100,000 miles. 

 START was recently awarded a WYDOT/FTA section 5339 capital grant to acquire a new ADA paratransit body-
on-chassis mini-bus for use in START’s ADA complementary paratransit bus program. In order to facilitate the 
acquisition of this type of vehicle, WYDOT executed a State contract with Colorado/West to supply the State’s 
transit providers with body-on-chassis (or “cutaway”) vehicles. The acquisition of this particular vehicle by 
START will be accomplished via the State contract. The price and the options are the result of START’s 
conversations with representatives of Colorado/West. This acquisition will allow START to employ this new 
vehicle as the primary vehicle to serve START’s ADA paratransit program and will allow START to retire the 
2001 model year backup vehicle.  

 
Financial Impact:  

The adopted FY 2025 START Capital budget includes $190,000 for the acquisition of an ADA replacement 
vehicle. The cost of the new vehicle is $153,078.78. WYDOT/FTA section 5339 capital funding will fund 85% 
percent of the cost of the vehicle while the remining funds will be provided by the Town and County. In the 
case of this particular procurement, WYDOT/FTA funding will provide $130,135 (85%) while the Town and 
County will fund the remaining $22,965.00 (15%). 



 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

I move to approve the Bus Purchase Agreement Between Southern Teton Area Rapid Transit and 
Colorado/West Equipment, Inc, subject to minor changes by staff. 

 

 

 

Prepared by: Bruce Abel, Transit Director 
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BUS PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN SOUTHERN TETON AREA RAPID TRANSIT AND COLORADO/ 
WEST EQUIPMENT, INC. 

 
 

This Bus Purchase Agreement Between Southern Teton Area Rapid Transit and Colorado/West Equipment, Inc., 
(“Agreement”) is made by and between Southern Teton Area Rapid Transit ("START"), and Colorado/West 
Equipment , Inc. (“Vendor”). 
 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, START desires to purchase a used bus for its public transportation program;  

 
WHEREAS, Vendor desires to furnish such a bus. 
  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the parties hereto agree as follows: 
 
 
1. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
This Agreement consists of this Agreement and the Vendor Quote  dated March 24, 2025, and incorporated 
herein by this reference, together the “Contract Documents”.  
 
2. COST 

Vendor agrees to provide START one new 2025 Endera B4 with Ford E450 Chassis body-on-chassis mini- bus 
that seats ten passengers (including two wheelchair positions) and a driver (“Bus”), at a total cost of 
$153,078.78. The total cost comprises the following: 

a. $153,078.78 for the mini-bus; and 

b. There is no charge for the cost of delivery of the mini-bus to START, 55 Karns Meadow Driver, Jackson, 
WY 83001. 

 
3. TERM OF AGREEMENT 

The term of this Agreement shall begin on the date last signed below and shall terminate on March 31, 2026, 
unless sooner terminated as provided for in the Contract Documents.  

 
4. ACCEPTANCE 
The Bus shall undergo START’s reasonable tests prior to START’s final acceptance. The Bus will be 
deemed accepted by START only when START has confirmed such acceptance. START agrees and 
acknowledges that it must make its determination on acceptance or non-acceptance no later than 
twenty-one (21) calendar days following receipt of the Bus under this Agreement or the Bus shall be 
deemed accepted, and that in the event of any non-acceptance, START shall provide Vendor a 
reasonably detailed description of the reasons for non-acceptance.  START shall not be able to reject 
or not accept the Bus after such twenty-one (21) calendar day period.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
placement of the non-accepted Bus into service shall, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this 
Agreement, be deemed acceptance. 
 
5. TITLE 
Vendor shall provide adequate documents for registering the buses in the State of Wyoming at the time of 
delivery.  Vendor shall bear all risks of loss, damage, or destruction of the Bus that occurs prior to acceptance, 
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except loss or damage attributable to START fault or negligence; and such loss, damage, or destruction shall not 
release Vendor from any obligation hereunder. After acceptance, the risk of loss, damage, and destruction shall 
be borne by START, except loss or damage attributable to Vendor fault or negligence. 
 
 
6. INSURANCE 
START shall be listed as an additional insured on all insurance policies required by the Contract Documents, 
except for Workers’ Compensation, Commercial Automobile Liability, and Professional Liability. Vendor agrees, 
in addition to the above, to list the Town of Jackson, Wyoming (and its agents, officers, and employees) as an 
additional insured. 
 
7. VENDOR’S STATUS 

Neither the Vendor, nor any party contracting with the Vendor, shall be deemed to be an agent or employee of 
START or the Town of Jackson.  

 

8. REPRESENTATIVES AND NOTICES 
 

a. START hereby designates the Transit Director, Bruce Abel, to act as its representative for the 
performance of this Agreement.  START’s representative shall have the power to act on behalf of START 
for all purposes under this Agreement. If for any reason START’s representative is unavailable to execute 
performance under this Agreement, START further agrees to provide written notice, in accordance with 
this Section, of an alternate representative authorized to act on behalf of START.  

b. Vendor hereby designates the ___[insert institutional role]__Kyle Geitzenauer, as its representative to 
act its representative to oversee the performance of this Agreement. Vendor’s representative shall have 
full authority to represent and act on behalf of the Vendor for all purposes under this Agreement. If for 
any reason Vendor’s representative is unavailable to execute performance under this Agreement, 
Vendor further agrees to provide written notice, in accordance with this Section, of an alternate 
representative authorized to act on behalf of Vendor. 
 

9. NOTICE 
Any notice, request, demand, consent, approval, or other communication required or permitted under this 
Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed duly given (i) when delivered personally to the recipient, (ii) 
when sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the address specified below, or (iii) when sent by email 
to the email address specified below, provided that the sender has not received a delivery failure notification. A 
notice sent by email shall be deemed received on the date and time the email is sent, provided that (a) the email 
is sent to the recipient’s designated email address as set forth below, (b) the sender does not receive a bounce-
back or delivery failure notification, and (c) if the notice is sent outside of normal business hours (9:00 AM to 6:00 
PM on business days), the notice shall be deemed received at 9:00 AM on the following business day. 

 
START/Town:     Vendor:  
START/Town of Jackson   _________________________ 
Attn: Town Clerk 
Attn. START Director   _________________________  
P.O. Box 1687    _________________________ 
Jackson, Wyoming 83001  _________________________ 
clerk@jacksonwy.gov   _________________________ 
   

Either party may change its address or email address for notice purposes by providing written notice to the other 
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party in accordance with the terms of this provision. 
 

10. AUTHORITY TO EXECUTE 

It is acknowledged that the parties hereto have the authority to enter into this Agreement, that none are bound 
by any previous agreement that adversely affects this Agreement, and that they are not subject to any restriction 
or limitation that would prevent them from performing their duties and obligations hereunder. 
 
11. ENTIRE AGREEMENT; BINDING EFFECT; AMENDMENT 
The parties agree that this Agreement reflects the entire agreement between the parties as to the subject matter 
hereof, and no prior or separate understandings or agreements between the parties are merged into this 
Agreement. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the successors and assigns of the 
Parties. No amendment of this Agreement shall be effective unless in writing and signed by both parties. 
 
12. WAIVER; SEVERABILITY 
A waiver by the either party regarding the breach of any of the provisions of this Agreement shall not bar the 
right of the other party to enforce the terms of this Agreement. If a Court finds any provision of this Agreement 
to be invalid or unenforceable, such finding shall not render the entire agreement void or unenforceable. If 
feasible, the offending provision shall be deemed modified within the limits of enforceability or validity.  If the 
offending provision cannot be modified, it shall be stricken and all other provisions of this Agreement in all other 
respects shall remain valid and enforceable. 
 
13. ASSIGNMENT 

The Vendor shall not assign any of its rights nor transfer any of its obligations under this Agreement 
without the prior written consent of the START. 
 

14. COUNTERPARTS; ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES 

This Agreement may be executed simultaneously in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed 
an original and all of which, when taken together, constitute one and the same document.  The signature of any 
party to any counterpart shall be deemed a signature to, and may be appended to, any other counterpart. 
Counterparts may be delivered via electronic mail (including pdf or any electronic signature complying with the 
federal ESIGN Act of 2000, e.g., www.docusign.com) or other transmission method, and any counterpart so 
delivered shall be deemed to have been duly and validly delivered and be valid and effective for all purposes. At 
the request of either party, each party agrees to execute an original of this Agreement as well as any facsimile 
or other reproduction hereof. 
 
15. GOVERNING LAW; JURISDICTION; CONSTRUCTION 
This Agreement shall be construed, performed, and enforced in accordance with, and governed by, the laws of 
the State of Wyoming, without giving effect to the principles of conflict of laws thereof. The parties hereto 
irrevocably elect as the sole judicial forum for the adjudication of any matters arising under or in connection 
with this Agreement, and consent to the jurisdiction of, the courts of the County of Teton, State of Wyoming, or 
the United States of America for the District of Wyoming.  This Agreement was negotiated by both parties hereto.  
As such, it shall not be construed against or in favor of any party by virtue of which party drafted it or any portion 
thereof. 
 
16. RIGHTS AND REMEDIES OF THE START 

The rights and remedies of the START provided herein shall not be exclusive and are in addition to any other 
rights and remedies provided by law or under the Agreement. 
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17. BINDING ON SUCCESSORS 
This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto, their heirs, legal 
representatives, successors, and permitted assigns unless voluntarily terminated upon written agreement by the 
parties, or their heirs, legal representatives, successors, and permitted assigns 
 
18. GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY 
Neither the Town of Jackson nor START waive governmental immunity by entering into this Agreement, and fully 
retain all immunities and defenses provided by law with respect to any action based on or occurring as a result 
of this Agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signatures Follow on Next Page  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement by their duly authorized officers as of 
the last date written below. 
 
 
START: VENDOR:  
 

By:  By:  
 

Title: LizAnn Eisen, Board Chair Title:  
 
Date: ___________________              Date: ___________________ 
 
 
ATTEST: 

By:    

Title:  , Secretary  
 
Date: ___________________ 
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